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DALIT LIBERATION SUNDAY :
7th DECEMBER 2008

(Isaiah 1:17)

Your Eminence / Grace / Excellency / Rev. Father / Sister / Brother
Prayerful Greetings from CBCl Commission for SC/ST/BC !

The national Co-ordination Committee for Dalit Christian Rights
(NCCDC), the joint programme of the Catholic Bishops Conference of
India (CBCI) and the national Council of Churches in India (NCCI) in
empowering the local congregations for Dalit Liberation has proposed
to celebrate Dalit Liberation Sunday on the 7th December 2008 all
across the churches in India. Since 10th December happens to be
the International Human Rights Day (IHRD), commemorating the im-
portance of it, and to affirm that Dalit rights are Human rights, 7th
December which is the Sunday preceding to the IHRD has been cho-
sen to celebrate Dalit Liberation Sunday.

Context

In the context of the recent inhuman violence and attacks on
Dalit Christians in Orissa and elsewhere and in the context of the
delay in ensuring justice for Dalit Christians by the Central Govern-
ment, it has been reiterated that Dalit Liberation Sunday be celebrated
all across India to sensitise the local congregations about the rights
of Dalits, and to call on the congregations to rise up to the occasion
and strive for the justice, dignity and equality of Dalits.

The recent violence on Dalit Pano Christians in Orissa had
been one of the most gruesome attacks on Dalits in recent past,
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which led to the death of nearly 50 people and making several thou-
sands displaced besides leaving their property burnt and destroyed.
Dalit Pano Christian's in Orissa are 'demonised' by the communal
forces and they had to bear the brunt of casteism and communalism
from both ends, and had to be trampled under the cruel inhuman
attitude of the religious fundamentalism. Dalit Christians are attacked
because they happen to be Dalits, which is oppression in the name
of caste. Dalit Christians are attacked because they happen to be
Christians, which is discrimination in the name of religion. More over
the violence on Dalit Christians is a sheer witness of the violation of
their human rights, for freedom in all fronts has been curtailed.

On the other hand, there has been a conscious delay in
ensuring justice to Dalit Christians by the Central Government in
granting Scheduled Caste status. Despite the recommendations of
the government sponsored Justice Ranganath Misra's Commission,
which pronounced to delink religion from granting Scheduled Caste
status, the government is delaying to act on it. Justice delayed is
justice deneied, and the Dalit Christians have been waiting for justice
for the last sixty years. This reflects the denial of the Constitutional
rights for Dalit Christians.

In this context, the Churches in India are called to pray for the
rights of Dalits on the 7th December 2008 to sensitise people and
seek God's blessings on Dalits in India.

Objectives

* To sensitise the local congregations stand solidly with Dalits in
overcoming violence on them.

* To call on the local congregations to pressurise the Central
Government on India in ensuring justice to Dalit Christians without
any further delay.

* To make the local congregations re-visit mission and proclama-
tion in the light of the indigenous cultures.

* To take serious note of all forms of discriminatory practices of
Caste across India and initiate uncompromising actions to
eradicate such practices within Christian community.
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Proposed Theme

Oppression has been so subtle & aggressive and has
aggravated the lives of the Dalits in recent times. In such a context
the prophecy of Isaiah 1:17, comes as challengingly relevent for the
congregations to act justly. So the proposed theme for Dalit liberation
Sunday is ".... seek justice, rescue the oppressed..." (Isaiah 1:17).

We request you to observe Dalit Liberation Sunday in your
local constituents in a creative way and rededicate your commitment
to the Gospel by accompanying the unaccompanied. May all our
endeavours for the liberation of Dalits and Adivasis be accomplished.
"Let justice roll down like waters And righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream". (quote)

Thanking you for your cooperation
Yours Sincerely in Christ,

Ay —

(Bishop Charles Soreng)
Chairperson
CBCI Commission for SC/ST/BC
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PASTORAL CENTRE, DWARAKA

December - 2008

Nov. 28 - Dec.1

03
4-6
11
12-15
19
19-23
27-28
Dec. 29 - Jan.1

Marriage Preparation Course
Preparation for Bible Convention
Bible Convention 2008
Sathyadeepam - Agency Meeting
Marriage Preparation Course
CRC Intercessory Prayer day
Zion CRC : Retreat

KCYM Yearly - Election Senate
Marriage Preparation Course

Rev. Fr. Mathew Madapallikunnel
Director, Pastoral Centre

3



4 Thu 6 Sat
6 Sat Afternoon

7 Sun 12 Tri ...

14 Sun
15 Mon  Morning

Afternoon
Morning
Afternoon
17 Wed Morning
Afternoon

18 Thu 19 Fri ...

16 Tue

Visitors' day

Engaged

Visitors' day

Dwaraka: Bible Convention
Kalpetta : Anniversary of
De Paul School

Ernakulam : KCBC
Meenangadi : Convention in
Connection with Vachanavarsham
Olivumala : Pastoral Visit
Visitors' day, Minor Seminary:
Diaconate Ordination -

Jomon ErukattupadikRal T.0.R,
WSSS Governing body
Presbyteral Council

Cathedral

Engaged

Visitors' day

Palai

(o073
D,
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21 Sun
22 Mon  Morning
Noon

Afternoon

28 Sun
29 Mon  Morning

Afternoon
30 Tue Morning
Afternoon

Afternoon

2009 January

1 Thu 2 Fri ...
3 Sat

Afternoon

2008 aplavoenid

Engaged

Arulnilayam : Ecumenical Christmas
Visitors' day

Chettapalam : Syro -Malankara Church
Cathedral

HonnamanRkatte : School Anniversary
Out of Station

Christmas

Out of Station

Engaged

Kottoor : Ordination of Deacon
Roinson Panachickal O.praem
Marakgvu : Ordination of Deacon
Kuriakose Menampadath VC
Nelliodi : Ordination of Deacon
Xavier Ailookaran O. Praem
Bishop's House : Women Major
Superiors' Meeting

Vazhavatta : Ordination of Deacon
Binoy Choodiyankal SJ

S. Bathery : Blessing of the houses
constructed by St. Vincent De Paul

Out of Station

Cathedral : Priestly Ordination of
Deacon Kurian KattamRottil CMI
Town Hall : Inauguration of

Fr. Mapmpra Musical Academy
Anniversary

S. Bathery : Blessing of Presbytery

G
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5 Mon .............. Kottiyoor : Priestly ordination of
Deacon Jaison Kallupalam and Sebastian
Pootharayil MCBS

6 Tue ... Kayyunny : School Anniversary

7 Wed.......... Final Profession of SKD Sisters

8 Thu ............... ChoRkad : Blessing of Groto

9 Fri e, Out of Station

10 Sat  Morning Vazhavatta : Jubilee Celebration

11 Sun ............... Kottathara :
Confirmation and First Communion

12 Mo ............... Visitors' Day

13-15 e, Mount St. Thomas

16 Fri oo, Out of Station

17 Sat  Afternoon Chulliode :

18 Sun ... Synaxis Vincentgiri

19 Mon ............... Visitors' Day

21 Wed.............. Visitors' Day

22 Thu Afternoon Thonichal : Blessing of Presbytery

23 Fri e Out of Station

24 Sat ..o, Engaged

25 8un ..o, Engaged

26 Mon .............. Engaged

28-30 Mangalappuzha Seminary
31 Sat e Out of Station

D
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