2)MANNS] R 6nIaslmd

“ONRABDMIS B821bmm) (Jloban)ilnd;
@roai]sgm" m’lmeséoszo
821bm] Ilobenie” (reanooni ¢:8)

Printed, Published and Edited by
Fr. Thankachan alias Joseph Paruvummel, Published from Bishop's House
Mananthavady, P.B. No. 1, Wayanad 670645.
Owned by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Mananthavady.
Printed at St. Joseph's Offset Press, Mananthavady 670645.
Printed on 29" of every month.

QIoele 02 alavoe6nid -2011 Bldo 12

[ 8QLa1® 10 ©)al a10@atild QIBIMVoR Y 120 O)al |




D BB ScA5N0

GDSEBEIGUMDO .evveeeeerieerennanerennnaerennnns

aVaile@lg’ enab edlavay’ jaimuwsme@m e 3o of
avlenoaelenivd aVEIeS eavIBSINOd Badlaaadb

al30&ASIMENIAN  |alV@IQUM .........

The hidden exodus: Catholics becoming Protestants .........

@3al®IHE5|E] QAIDODHD .............

lalavenigood svenbavlod olesiodbg’

Blaladl@QAD e  eoviiieiiiii
eeambd eaudlmoe]l avbomoech ...
A@DBENNIUIMD@0UIE .evvvvirnrsieaeirinsiinannsss
ool eees1aVEeI]” ...
@ o10galadaidlaaabelled’ ...,
@O AUL @G af)or uvirniiiiiiiaiiiiinanan
D3S306218|alal M@)o oviiiiiiiiin
avlewoab Qbomoth ...
sdlavay’ 3o, |Bladlab ...

allabeavad” avl sa19h @avoeeavgl

eonavlenilavl. agjailegavavalam] ...
8O I Qaé)goeﬂ ..................
dlavles oadleaad

Mry Mthaarts &sciencecd lege ..............
aloquood e@auabd, a1 ..............

enila9aiay’ galowoe

2-90 alzaV@HOomIe0 Qilaaailaioe

03

09
13

20
22
25
30
31
37
38
50
57
63
65
66
70
75
77
78
80
81
83






TEI e e S L e N e T Thmais

ABJONMDIBID  @IYUIDoMOBUD

Name : Dn. Varghese Kizhakkanputhuppally
(Pratheesh)
Parish : Santhigiri

Date of Birth : 08-10-1981
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Date of Birth : 28-04-1984
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Pastoral Letter No. 02/2011
Prot. No. 11622/2011
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The hidden exodus: Catholics becoming Protestants

By Thomas Reese

The number of people who have left the Catholic Churchis
huge.

We all have heard stories about why people leave. Parents
share stories about their children. Academics talk about their
students. Everyone has a friend who has I eft.

While personal experience can be helpful, socia science
research forces usto look beyond our circle of acquaintancesto see
what is going onin the whole church.

The U.S. Religious Landscape Survey by the Pew Research
Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life has put hard numberson
the anecdotal evidence: One out of every 10 Americans is an ex-
Cathalic. If they were a separate denomination, they would be the
third-largest denomination in the United States, after Catholics and
Baptists. One of three people who were raised Catholic no longer
identifiesas Catholic.

Any other institution that | ost one-third of its memberswould
want to know why. But the U.S. bishops have never devoted any
time at their national meetings to discussing the exodus. Nor have
they spent adimetrying to find out why it ishappening.

Thankfully, although the U.S. bishops have not supported
research on people who have left the church, the Pew Center has.

Pew's data shows that those leaving the church are not
homogenous. They can bedivided into two major groups: thosewho
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become unaffiliated and those who become Protestant. Almost half
of those leaving the church become unaffiliated and almost half
become Protestant. Only about 10 percent of ex-Catholics join
non-Christianreligions. Thisarticlewill focuson Catholicswho have
become Protestant. | am not saying that those who become unaffili-
ated are not important; | am leaving that discussion to another time.

Why do people leave the Catholic church to become
Protestant? Liberal Catholicswill tell you that Catholicsareleaving
because they disagree with the church's teaching on birth contral,
women priests, divorce, the bishops interference in American
palitics, etc. ConservativesblameVatican |1, liberal priestsand nuns,
apermissive culture and the church's social justice agenda.

One of thereasonsthereis such disagreement isthat we tend
to think that everyone leaves for the same reason our friends,
relatives and acquaintances have left. We fail to recognize that
different people leave for different reasons. People who leave to
join Protestant churches do so for different reasons than those who
become unaffiliated. People who become evangelicals are different
from Catholics who become members of mainline churches.

Spiritual needs

The principal reasons given by people who leave the church
to become Protestant are that their "spiritual needs were not being
met" in the Catholic church (71 percent) and they "found areligion
they likemore" (70 percent). Eighty-one percent of respondents say
they joined their new church because they enjoy the religious
service and style of worship of their new faith.

In other words, the Catholic church hasfailed to deliver what
people consider fundamental productsof religion: spiritual sustenance
and a good worship service. And before conservatives blame the
new liturgy, only 11 percent of those leaving complained that
Catholicism had drifted too far from traditional practicessuch asthe
Latin Mass.

Dissatisfaction with how the church deal swith spiritual needs
and worship services dwarfs any disagreements over specific
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doctrines. While half of those who became Protestants say they left
because they stopped believing in Catholic teaching, specific ques-
tions get much lower responses. Only 23 percent said they left
because of the church's teaching on abortion and homosexuality;
only 23 percent because of the church's teaching on divorce; only
21 percent because of the rule that priests cannot marry; only 16
percent because of the church's teaching on birth control; only 16
percent because of the way the church treats women; only 11
percent because they were unhappy with the teachings on poverty,
war and the death penalty.

The data shows that disagreement over specific doctrinesis
not the main reason Catholics become Protestants. We also have
lots of survey data showing that many Catholics who stay disagree
with specific church teachings. Despite what theologians and
bishops think, doctrine is not that important either to those who
become Protestant or to those who stay Cathalic.

People are not becoming Protestants because they disagree
with specific Catholic teachings; people are leaving because the
church does not meet their spiritual needs and they find Protestant
worship service better.

Nor arethe people becoming Protestantslazy or lax Chris-
tians. In fact, they attend worship services at a higher rate than
those who remain Catholic. While 42 percent of Catholicswho stay
attend services weekly, 63 percent of Catholics who become
Protestants go to church every week. That isa 21 percentage-point
difference.

Catholics who became Protestant also claim to have a
stronger faith now than when they were children or teenagers.
Seventy-one percent say their faithis "very strong,” while only 35
percent and 22 percent reported that their faith was very strong
when they were children and teenagers, respectively. On the other
hand, only 46 percent of those who are still Cathaolic report their
faith as"very strong" today as an adult.
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Thus, both as believers and as worshipers, Catholics who
become Protestants are statistically better Christiansthan those who
stay Catholic. We are losing the best, not the worst.

Some of the common explanations of why people leave do
not pan out in the data. For example, only 21 percent of those
becoming Protestant mention the sex abuse scandal as a reason for
leaving. Only 3 percent say they left because they became
separated or divorced.

Becoming Protestant

If you believed liberals, most Catholicswho leave the church
would be joining mainline churches, like the Episcopal church. In
fact, dmost two-thirds of former Catholics who join a Protestant
churchjoinan evangelical church. Catholicswho becomeevangdicals
and Catholicswho join mainline churchesaretwo very distinct groups.
We need to take a closer look at why each leaves the church.

Fifty-four percent of both groups say that they just gradually
drifted away from Catholicism. Both groups also had almost equal
numbers (82 percent evangelicals, 80 percent mainline) saying they
joined their new church because they enjoyed the worship service.
But compared to those who became mainline Protestants, a higher
percentage of those becoming evangelicals said they left because
their spiritual needs were not being met (78 percent versus 57
percent) and that they had stopped believing in Catholic teaching
(62 percent versus 20 percent). They also cited the church'steaching
on the Bible (55 percent versus 16 percent) more frequently as a
reason for leaving. Forty-six percent of these new evangelicalsfelt
the Catholic church did not view the Bibleliterally enough. Thus, for
thoseleaving to become evangelicals, spiritual sustenance, worship
services and the Bible were key. Only 11 percent were unhappy
with the church's teachings on poverty, war, and the death penalty
N the same percentage as said they were unhappy with the church's
treatment of women. Contrary to what conservatives say, ex-Catho-
licsarenot flocking to the evangelica sbecause they think the Catholic
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church is politically too liberal. They are leaving to get spiritual
nourishment from worship services and the Bible.

Looking at the responses of those who join mainline churches
also provides some surprising results. For example, few (20
percent) say they left because they stopped believing in Catholic
teachings. However, when specific issues were mentioned in the
questionnaire, more of those joining mainline churches agreed that
these issues influenced their decision to leave the Catholic church.
Thirty-one percent cited unhappiness with the church'steaching on
abortion and homosexuality, women, and divorce and remarriage,
and 26 percent mentioned birth control as a reason for leaving.
Although these numbers are higher than for Catholics who become
evangelicals, they are still dwarfed by the number (57 percent) who
said their spiritual needs were not met in the Catholic church.

Thus, those becoming evangelicals were more generically
unhappy than specifically unhappy with church teaching, whilethose
who became mainline Protestant tended to be more specifically un-
happy than generically unhappy with church teaching. The un-
happiness with the church's teaching on poverty, war and the death
penalty wasequally low for both groups (11 percent for evangelicals;
10 percent for mainline).

What stands out in the data on Catholics who join mainline
churches is that they tend to cite personal or familiar reasons for
leaving more frequently than do those who become evangelicals.
Forty-four percent of the Catholics who join mainline churches say
that they married someone of the faith they joined, a number that
trumps all doctrinal issues. Only 22 percent of those who join the
evangelicals cite this reason.

Perhaps after marrying amainline Christian and attending his
or her church's services, the Catholic found the mainline services
morefulfilling than the Catholic service. And evenif they wereequally
attractive, perhaps the exclusion of the Protestant spouse from
Catholic Communion makes the more welcoming mainline church
attractive to an ecumenical couple.
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Thosejoining mainline communitiesalso were morelikely to
cite dissatisfaction of the Catholic clergy (39 percent) than were
those who became evangelical (23 percent). Those who join main-
line churches arelooking for aless clerically dominated church.

Lessons from the data

There are many lessonsthat we can learn from the Pew data,
but I will focuson only three.

First, thosewho areleaving the church for Protestant churches
are more interested in spiritual nourishment than doctrinal issues.
Tinkering with thewording of the creed at Massisnot going to help.
No one except the Vatican and the bishops cares whether Jesusis
"onein being" with the Father or "consubstantial” with the Father.
That the hierarchy thinksthisisimportant shows how out of it they
are.

While the hierarchy worries about literal trandations of the
Latin text, people are longing for liturgies that touch the heart and
emotions. More creativity with theliturgy isneeded, and that means
more flexibility must be allowed. If you build it, they will come; if
you do not, they will find it el sewhere. The changesthat will gointo
effect this Advent will make matters worse, not better.

Second, thanks to Pope Pius X1, Catholic scripture scholars
have had decades to produce the best thinking on scripture in the
world. That Catholics are leaving to join evangelical churches
because of the church teaching on the Bibleis a disgrace. Too few
homilists explain the scriptures to their people. Few Catholics read
theBible.

The church needs a massive Bible education program. The
church needs to acknowledge that understanding the Bible is more
important than memorizing the catechism. If we could get Catholics
to read the Sunday scripture readings each week before they come
to Mass, it would be revolutionary. If you do not read and pray the
scriptures, you are not an adult Christian. Catholics who become
evangelicalsunderstand this.

Finally, the Pew data showsthat two-thirds of Catholicswho
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become Protestants do so before they reach the age of 24. The
church must make a preferential option for teenagers and young
adults or it will continue to bleed. Programs and liturgies that cater
to their needs must take precedence over the complaints of
fuddy-duddiesand rubrical purists.

Current religious education programs and teen groups appear
to havelittle effect on keeping these folks Catholic, according to the
Pew data, although those who attend a Catholic high school do
appear to stay at a higher rate. More research is needed to find out
what works and what does not.

The Cathalic church is hemorrhaging members. It needs to
acknowledge this and do more to understand why. Only if we
acknowledge the exodusand understand it will we bein apositionto
do something about it.

[Jesuit Fr. Thomas J. Reese, former editor in chief of America,
isasenior fellow at the Woodstock Theological Center at Georgetown
University in Washington. He is working on a new book: Survival
Guide for Thinking Catholics.]
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Transfer & Appointments

Rev. Fr. Augustine Thanniyil . Director, Zion Retreat Centre
(w.e.f.01-11-2011)

Rev. Fr. Sebastin Elavanappara  : Vicar, Makkiyad
(w.e.f.20-11-2011)

Rev. Fr. Robin Padinjarayil . Diocesan Financial Administrator
(w.e.f.01-12-2011)
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Mry Mit ha arts & sci ence col | ege

Tidingsfrom 19 October 2011 onwards:

Gokul MA & Usha George are shortlisted to contest the
District-level power Quiz organized by the KSEB Officers
Association.

The All India Radio, Kozhikode broadcasted the Yuvavani
Program of our studentson 21 October. Sri Sunil T.C.coordinated.

The semester End Internal Examinations for all classes went
on well. Parents who wish to know the performance of their
wards may please contact the respective departments/teach-
ers. The University Semester Examinations are on full swing.

The College Team won thewayanad District Basket Ball Cham-
pionship. Akhil & Bineesh of 111 BComwonthell & 111 places
in the Kannur University Wrestling Championship. Dr. Maria
Martin Joseph coordinated.

Medicina Plants were distributed to all the students after an
awareness campaign on 19 October. Fr. Francis coordinated.

The committee for Infrastructure Development met on 2
November and evaluated the implementation of the various
UGC-funded Projects. An Additional Full-fledged Computer Lab
is getting ready to be commissioned shortly. The IQAC Docu-
mentation Team has been working at the preparation of the Re-
accreditation Report (RAR) to be submitted to the National
Assessment and A ccreditation Council (NAAC) shortly. Sr. Dr.
Germinacoordinates.
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e Dr. Joseph K. Job's Collection of Poems got released on 12
Saturday at a colourful function organized be the Pazhassi
Smaraka Grandhal aya, Mananthavady in association with our
Students Union.

e Sri. Rgju PP (Asst Prof. of Journalism), currently on Deputa-
tion as Course Director of the Kannur University Department
of Journalism & Mass Communicationsisawarded ph D by the
Calicut University. With thisthe number of ph D holderson the
faculty has gone up to 11. Four of the Faculty have submitted
their thesis and are awaiting the award of ph D and another
Four of the Faculty are pursuing their research leading to ph D.
76% of thefaculty have either completed ph D or are pursuing
research leading to Ph D.

e During the current Academic Year, The Cooperative Society
and the Central Library havejointly made availablethrough the
Book Bank 132 Text Books to Students who have financial
difficulties to purchase the same. The open Source Software
called Koha, being used in the Central Library is getting up-
dated. With the entry of 859 new books the total number of
books has gone up to 12391. A fresh allocation of new books
and journals on UGC-funding to various Courses is awaited
shortly.

e Rev. Fr. Biju Thuruthel (the Bursar) and Sri. Jose Cherian (the
Office Supt) represented the College/ the Manager (Member
of the Executive of the Management Association) in the
Interface between the M anagement A ssociation and the Higher
Education Council in Thiruvananthapuram recently.

e The new website of the College mmasc/
www.marymathacollege.orgisnow availableat MozillaFirefox.
The process of up gradation will have been going on. Sri Bibin
Jose, theweb administrator isavailable on binjad@gmail.com.

Dr. Raju George
Principal
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Drogramme

PastoraL CENTRE, DWARAKA
December - 2011

02F -
03S -

04S -
05S-08W -
09T -
10S -

14W -
15T -
17S -
20T -
23F-25S -
26M -
27T -
28T-31F -

Zion CRC: Night Vigil

Zion CRC: Prayer Day,
Christeen Prayer Day

KCYM: Secretariat/Syndicate
Marriage Preparation Course
CML Eve Executive

Youth: Prayer Day;

KCYM Day Celebration; CML
CMA Executive; Animators' Meet
CMA General Body

Mattoli - Media Commission
Marian Singles

Christmas

Catechism Team Meeting
CML Team Meeting

Marriage Preparation Course

Rev. Fr. Mathew Kazhuthadiyil
Director, Pastora Centre
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December 2011
1 Thu .o,
2 Fri o
4.8un ...
5 Mon..............
6 Tue .....oooeen
7 Wed ..............
8 Thu oo
9 Fri voveviiiinn.
10 Sat ................
11 Sun - 16 Fri.

Manimooly : Joint Curia Meeting
Out of Station

Sisumala : Pastoral Visit
Dwaraka : CCSS Meeting
Engaged

Visitors' Day

Engaged

Out of Station

Inter - Seminary Mela
Ernakulam : KCBC Meeting
Engaged

Rippon : Pastoral Visit

Visitors' Day

Engaged

Kalpetta : Christmas Celebration
organized by CCSS

Visitors' Day

Out of Station

Christmas

Manimooly : Bible Convention
Santhigiri : Ordination of Dn. Varghese
(Pratheesh) Kizhakkanputhuppally
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01

24
25
28
30

Sun

Fri o,
Sat 08 Sun ...
Mon 15 Sun ..
Mon

Sat 23 Mon ...
Tue
Wed 27 Fri ..
Sat

Mon Feb.10 Fri

Chennalode : Ordination of

Dn. Mathew (Jainesh) Puthukattil
KCYM: Anniversary & Youth
Assembly

Manvayal : Ordination of

Dn. Aneesh Kochanicottil SJ

Out of Station

Paralikunnu : Ordination of

Dn. George Nelliyani CMF

Pastoral Visit

Engaged

Paissakary : Ordination of Dn. Jose
Palakkuzhiyil MCBS

Mullenkolly : Ordination of Dn.Robert
Kannanthanath SDV

& Dn. Jefry Nakuzhikatt Ml
Kayyunni : School Anniversary

Out of Station

Ernakulam : KLM Meeting

Mount St. Thomas : Bishops' Synod
Nadavayal : Blessing of New School
Building

Engaged

Minor Seminary Parents' day
Engaged

Out of Station

Mumbai

Priests' Conference

Mount St. Thomas

Kunnambetta : Chapel Blessing
Bangalore : CBCI Meeting
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